
“Addition by Subtraction”

Philippians 3:1-11

INTRO:

The power of a testimony…

*George Palmer hated everything Billy Graham stood for, so he plotted to kill

the evangelist at a 1959 Crusade.

- Looking around at the crowd George said to himself “what are these

people doing here” He testifies that in that moment he clearly heard a

voice that said “what are you doing here George?” (he looked around

didn’t see anyone speaking to him) (he said he felt “very uncomfortable

about that!”)

- Just then at that moment, Billy Graham said “there are moments in life

where that voice deep down inside of you is saying - you need Christ! -

That is God speaking to you!”

- George decided to talk back - “God you hurt me, you took my dad away

from me! Why should I care about you?” God replied and said “I never

took your dad to hurt - I wouldn’t do anything to hurt you.”

- He thought about it...melting a bit….and then the appeal came. The

moment where he was supposed to, with 10 other men, kill Billy

Graham, he found himself...weeping...he couldn’t stop crying.

He laid his gun on the ground and ran to the front. He wasn’t the first one to

the front - the 10 other men were. 10 men determined to kill Billy Graham

stood in front of him….blubbering messes - lives changed by God’s grace.

George Palmer has faithfully served the Lord as a Pastor in The Salvation

Army. That’s a powerful testimony, isn’t it? What makes it powerful???



- His past; life of crime, ambition to put an end to Billy Graham

- His conversion moment; God speaking directly to Him.

- Or what he is doing now??? Pastoring for 40 years

I would suggest that it’s his past and conversion that is most captivating. I

even presented that way. Heavy on what George Palmer’s life WAS like; how

God reached him. Then a quick...here’s what he’s doing now.

That’s not right! Even looking at the conversion stories of the 3 people that we

read about in Acts 16 and how this church in Philippi started;

Lydia; rich business woman who owned a house in Thyatira and Philippi. God

reached her through a prayer meeting with Paul, Silas, and Luke.

The slave girl; held captive both inside and out. Owned AND possessed by a

demon. God freed her and saved her through Paul.

The jailer; a common blue collar worker, devoted to his job. Crazy conversion

moment of an earthquake, almost commited suicide.

Who would we come to hear next week at LifeHouse?

Lydia? The jailer? The slave girl?

We glamorize the wrong part of the testimony. Here’s how I used to be! I grew

up in a Christian home….did crazy amounts of drugs….came to know Christ.

Now that’s compelling. Rob Sutherland came to know Christ when he was 3

years old - how boring is that??? (LOL)

The Bible says; “But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought

near by the blood of Christ.” (Eph.2:13) The truth is we were all the same distance

away from Christ….and he brought us near. That is a miracle - the dead

coming to life! If you are a Christian and God, by His amazing grace, has



awakened your heart to His love and forgiveness found only in His Son Jesus -

that is a miracle! That is a story worth hearing. I say that to help us focus on

the text today - what part of our story should we tell - should we focus on!

MAIN:

The translation I use here Christian Standard Bible...why? It’s a “word for word”

translation (NIV “thought for thought). I find it very readable. It’s great to have

many versions (YouVersion app). I would suggest not using The Message

version ALONE...it is a paraphrase, not a translation. At the end of the day,

you use the translation you like and I will use the translation God likes.

“In addition, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about this

is no trouble for me and is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for the dogs, watch out for

the evil workers, watch out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the

circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do

not put confidence in the flesh— 4 although I have reasons for confidence in the flesh. If

anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5

circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew

born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, persecuting the church;

regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless.

Paul lays out his testimony here in chapter 3. Paul was a Pharisee. He was in

charge of implementing the law of God - making sure people were keeping it.

He was “of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a

Pharisee; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless.”

Pretty boring right? Wasn’t living on the streets. Wasn’t on drugs. Didn’t live a

life of crime. No...he was blameless. “What were like before Christ -

blameless?!” Blameless in ritual (circumcision), blameless in race (Hewbrew),

and blameless in rank (Tribe of Benjamin).



Didn’t cheat on his taxes, never slandered anyone, didn’t watch R rated

movies, didn’t download songs that have the small “E” (explicit lyrics) next to

it! BLAMELESS! He had money. He was prominent in the community - he was

famous...people knew who he was. He had power - he made sure the Jewish

people were adhering to the law of God. People feared him!

(regarding zeal “on fire” - persecuting the church) Acts 7-8 Paul was present, and

oversaw the stoning of the first Christian martyr recorded in Scripture;

Stephen. “They dragged Stephen out of the city and began to stone him. And the

witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. Saul agreed with

putting him to death.”

“On that day a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all

except the apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria. 3 Saul

was ravaging the church. He would enter house after house, drag off men and women,

and put them in prison.”

Acts 9 Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the

Lord. He went to the high priest 2 and requested letters from him to the synagogues in

Damascus, so that if he found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might

bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a

light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4 Falling to the ground, he heard a voice

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul said. “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. 6

“But get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

That is Paul’s past and his conversion. Pretty amazing actually. But that’s not

all there is to his testimony.

“7 But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of

Christ.”



- Everything that was (past tense) a “gain”; the money, the power, the

fame, Paul considers a “loss”. Everything that we could gain as a “plus”

here on earth from a worldly perspective pales in comparison to Christ.

- His perspective on the past “gain”  is now his perspective moving

forward.

“8 More than that, I also consider everything (now) to be a loss in view of the surpassing

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of him I have suffered the loss of all

things and consider them as dung, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not

having a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is through faith in

Christ—the righteousness from God based on faith.”

- “More than that…” (present tense) Paul considers EVERYTHING to be a

loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

Paul “suffered” (past tense) the loss of all things; the money, the power

and the prestige….gave it all up because all of it didn’t matter anymore.

He considers those things as “dung” - worthless garbage.

- “So that I may gain (present tense) Christ…” Paul wanted more of Jesus...to

know him more. be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own from

the law (he knew this all too well!), but one that is through faith in Christ—the

righteousness from God based on faith.

- Paul kept “adding” righteousness to his life thinking that would make

him right with God...close to God. What he found was that it is really

addition by subtraction. “I have suffered the loss of all things so that I may

gain Christ”

“10 My goal is (NOW) to know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship

of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 assuming that I will somehow reach

the resurrection from among the dead.”



“I love his word (by holding firm to the word of life)” “I want to talk to Him and

worship him”...to know his power and suffer the way he did. He witnessed

suffering for Christ sake - Stephen’s story. Paul says - suffering like Jesus...is

a life goal for me!

Paul’s testimony, the part he focuses on, is what is happening NOW. He

passionately wants to know Christ more. Do you hear that in the text? Paul’s

testimony of his groaning to know more of Jesus is not something unique

to Paul.

Exodus 33; “Please teach me your ways, and I will know you, so that I may find favor

with you 18 Moses said, “Please, let me see your glory.”

1 Samuel 7; Samuel, “cried out to the Lord on behalf of his people”

Psalm 42; “As a deer longs for flowing streams, so I long for you, God. 2 I thirst for

God, the living God.”

Psalm 63; “God, you are my God; I eagerly seek you. I thirst for you; my body faints for

you in a land that is dry, desolate, and without water. 2 So I gaze on you in the sanctuary

to see your strength and your glory.”

But not only in Scripture do we find this passion for God...

Saint Augustine, was a theologian (4th century) said this (of his conversion):

“How lovely I suddenly found it to be free from the loveliness of those vanities,

so that now it was a joy to renounce what I had been so afraid to lose. For

You cast them out of me, O true and supreme Loveliness, You cast them out

of me and took their place in me, You who are sweeter than all pleasure.”



“I wish to devote my mouth and heart to you…. do not forsake me, for if I ever

should be on my own, I would easily wreck it all.” - Martin Luther

“I thank Thee that this, which is a necessity of my new life, is also its greatest

delight. So, I do at this hour feed on Thee.” - Charles Spurgeon

“Oh to behold the Glory of Christ! Here in would I live, here in would I die,

here on would I dwell in my thoughts and my affections until all things here

below become as dead and deformed things, and no longer calling out for

my affections.” - John Owen

It’s not just Paul...it’s not just others in Scripture, it’s not just people through

our human history!

“19 For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed. 20

For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly, but because of him who

subjected it—in the hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the

bondage to decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know that the

whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now.”

(Romans 8:19-22)

In other words, when Paul says that I consider everything to be a loss

compared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus - a tree say “I hear

ya brother!” “Preach it!”.

Paul, men throughout Scripture and the saints are passionate about

knowing Jesus, groaning for more of him. What about us? Why don’t we

groan?



We are far too easily satisfied. “For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and

need nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.

18 I advise you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white

clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and

ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see.” (Rev.3:17-18)

In our “satisfaction” - we believe we know enough of Jesus. There may be no

more miserable or dangerous a place than to know Jesus….just enough; to go

through life as a “Christian” and not want to know him more. It’s living with a

false sense of security - “I’m good”. If that is you...then what do we do?

OR...you don’t know him at all.

CONCLUSION/APPLICATION: (What is your goal in life???)

“My goal is to know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his

sufferings, being conformed to his death, assuming that I will somehow reach the

resurrection from among the dead.” Is your goal to know Christ?

What is keeping you from knowing him? Can I say something….I don’t think

it’s “the sin that so easily ensnares us” (Heb.12) I think it’s those “hindrances” he

talks about - “let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us”.

We are far too easily satisfied.

There are things in each of our lives that “hinder us”. Not sinful necessarily, but

things that keep our gaze cast elsewhere.

This requires WORK. Paul says...if I live here on this planet...let’s work! There

are things in our lives that do “stir our affections” for Jesus and those

things will require work/discipline. It is the hard work of the word of God

reading you. It is the hard work of repentance.



It is the hard work of discipline; Word, prayer, worship, repentance and

faith….and through those for each one of us, God will fan into flame a desire to

know Him!

I’ll give you an example….getting up early. There was a song that I haven’t

forgotten from my childhood that I heard, it was by Alan Robertson (Christian

artist - had 1 tape). My dad played in the car...I liked it. He wrote a song called

“In The Morning”. The chorus said this: “Early in the morning, that is when my

day is lost or won. Lost or won depending on the time that I am spending. In

the early morning rising with the Son.”

Getting up early to spend time with the Lord (my 6-8am) is crucial for me -

that is where my day is lost or won! Sleeping is a hindrance for me. But that

requires work….getting up early stinks! Especially now that it is cold and it’s

“polar fleece sheets” season! But getting up early to spend that time with

Jesus stirs my affections for him more and more. Knowing him...stirs my heart

to know him more. I love it….but it requires work and discipline. But oh the

reward to be found in him - to know Christ!

Our hindrances will be different. When you make Jesus the focus - “let us lay

aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance

the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our

faith”.

Brothers and sisters, do this work this week. Do you WANT to know Christ

more? What is holding you back?

I don’t know about you….but I want what Paul has.


